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The Fourth  

Sunday in Lent
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Prelude Ten Trios, Op 49 Rheinberger 
  
 
Opening Hymn 686 “Come thou fount of every blessing”
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Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins
People  His mercy endures forever.

The Penitential Order
The Celebrant says

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is 
the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor 
as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”
(Mark 12:29–31)

The Celebrant then says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Trisagion
Said three times

Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be 
the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he 
may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson  Numbers 21:4–9

Reader   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107:1–3, 17–22

1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 
and his mercy endures for ever.

2  Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * 
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.

3  He gathered them out of the lands; * 
from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south.
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17  Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 
they were afflicted because of their sins.

18  They abhorred all manner of food * 
and drew near to death’s door.

19  Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 
and he delivered them from their distress.

20  He sent forth his word and healed them * 
and saved them from the grave.

21  Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 
and the wonders he does for his children.

22  Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.

The Second Lesson  Ephesians 2:1–10

Reader   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel 
Clergy   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to John.
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.
  John 3:14–21

Clergy  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
  

The Sermon The Very Rev. William S. Stafford
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The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
 and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the    
  Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
 of the Father.
 He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
 is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the    
  Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People  Form V

Intercessor
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found 
without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Lucinda, our Bishop, for all bishops and other 
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, 
and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they 
may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow 
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For those in positions of public trust, especially Joseph, our President, and the 
members of Congress and the Supreme Court, that they may serve justice, and 
promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, 
and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to 
you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
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For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, 
that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all 
that we do, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured 
or offended, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, 
and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and 
health, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith 
is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place 
where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Luke, and all 
the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ 
our God. 
To you, O Lord our God.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Peace
Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People 	 	 And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
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The Holy Communion

The Offertory
All who wish are welcome to make a donation to St. Luke’s at this time.  
Please click  HERE  to do so.

Offertory Music Capriccio V Sopra La Bassa Fiamenga 
 Girolamo Frescobaldi

Prayers Over the Gifts
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

http://stlukeslg.org/donate


10

The Presider continues
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are 
able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for 
him who died for us and rose again.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Celebrant and People
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

A Prayer of Spiritual Communion
Said by all

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your 
Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire 
to offer to you praise and thanksgiving.  I remember your death, 
Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in 
glory.  Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body 
and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart.  Cleanse 
and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 
separated from you.  May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and 
in the life to come. Amen.
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Communion Music 671 “Amazing grace! how sweet the sound”
  

Post-Communion Prayer
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far 
off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he 
declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. Keep 
us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children 
shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
 —Episcopal Church of Scotland, adapted
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Solemn Prayer over the People
Celebrant  Bow down before the Lord.

Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that 
those whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth 
fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Closing Hymn 620 “Jerusalem, my happy home”
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 Celebrant The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
 Preacher The Very Rev. William S. Stafford 
 Acolyte/Intercessor William Bonnell 
 Lectors Quentin Heim & Toni Dick 
 Organist Nicholas Mourlam 
 Live-streaming Director Art Feather

Servers—March 14, 2021

Cover: Moses and the Serpent by Marc Chagall (1887–1985) b. Belarus

Dismissal
Celebrant Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Postlude Prelude and Fugue in E Major, BWV 566 J.S. Bach
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 Rector  The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
revrico@stlukeslg.org

 Assisting Clergy The Rev. Ernest Cockrell
  The Rev. R. Clark Emerson
  The Rev. Nayan McNeill
  The Very Rev. William S. Stafford
 Music Director  Mr. Nicholas Mourlam
  nmourlam@stlukeslg.org
 Parish Administrator Mr. Michael King
  office@stlukeslg.org
 Treasurer Mr. Art Feather
 Altar Guild Coordinator Ms. Carol Graham
 Liturgist Mr. Pat Waddell
 Outreach/Pantry Director Ms. Jo Greiner
 Rector Emeritus The Rev. David R. Breuer

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church • 20 University Ave. • Los Gatos, CA • 95030
408-354-2195 • Emergency: 408-399-5435 • www.stlukeslg.org

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a place of peace, beauty,  
and relationship that reflects God’s saving presence  

through our rich Tradition, our intellectual curiosity,  
and our work in the wider community.
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