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The Liturgy of the Palms

Prelude	 Voluntary	 Robert Broderip

Please	remain	standing	at	your	seat	throughout	this	portion	of	the	service.	Palms	will	be	
distributed	once	they	have	been	blessed.

Presider Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Presider  Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may 
enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have 
given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Holy Gospel Mark 11:1–11

Clergy   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark.

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a 
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why 
are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in 
the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What 
are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting,
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“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 
twelve.

Clergy	  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Blessing of the Palms
Presider The Lord be with you.
People	  And also with you.
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered 
the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by 
those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these 
branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and
for ever. Amen.

The	palm	branches	are	blessed.

Presider Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People	  Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Procession
Palms	are	distributed	as	the	priest	processes	from	the	balustrade	to	the	ramp.

At	the	top	of	the	ramp,	the	Presider	says
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 
walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Evening Prayer

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People	  O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant	and	People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light   Phos	hilaron

Said	by	all
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,  
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Please	be	seated.
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Psalm 31:9–16

Said	by	all.

9  Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly.

10   For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed.

11   I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me.

12  I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot.

13  For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life.

14  But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 
I have said, “You are my God.

15  My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me.

16  Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me.”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



6

The First Lesson Isaiah	50:4–9a

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

The Lord God has given me 
the tongue of a teacher,

that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens-- 
wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught.

The Lord God has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward.

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting.

The Lord God helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near.

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together.

Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me.

It is the Lord God who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty?

Here ends the First Lesson.
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The Song of Mary Magnificat
Luke 1:46–55

Please	stand.

Said	by	all
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant  
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
 the Almighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
 in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *  
 and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
 to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Please	be	seated.
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The Second Lesson Philippians 2:5–11

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.

Here ends the Second Lesson.
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The Song of Simeon Nunc	dimittis
Luke 2:29-32
Please	stand.

Said	by	all
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
 to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *  
 whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations,  * 
 and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Please	be	seated.	

 The Passion Gospel Mark 15:1–47
The	customary	responses	before	and	after	the	Gospel	are	omitted.

The Sermon The Rev. Nayan McNeill

The Prayers
Please	stand.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant	and	People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
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Suffrages A
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collects
The	Officiant	then	says	one	or	more	of	the	following	Collects.

The	Collect	for	Palm	Sunday
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the  human race you sent 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take  upon him our nature, and to suffer 
death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant  
that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives  and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A	Collect	for	Sundays
Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death 
and prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this 
day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise you in that City of which he is 
the light, and where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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A	Collect	for	Peace
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just 
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that 
our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered 
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies 
of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

A	Collect	for	Aid	against	Perils
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

A	Collect	for	Protection
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 
labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that 
is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night.
Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for 
us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A	Collect	for	the	Presence	of	Christ
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our 
companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know 
you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the 
sake of your love. Amen.

A	Collect	for	Rain
O God, heavenly Father, who by your Son Jesus Christ has promised to all those 
who seek your kingdom and its righteousness all things necessary to sustain 
their life: Send us, we entreat you, in this time of need, such moderate rain and 
showers, that we may receive the fruits of the earth, to our comfort and to your 
honor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

One	of	these	prayers	for	mission	is	added

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also 
worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and 
women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
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or	this

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest 
to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

or	the	following

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon 
us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding 
grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People	  Thanks be to God.

The	Officiant	then	concludes	with	the	following
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Prayer Over the People
The	Priest	says
Bow down before the Lord.

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, 
and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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Closing Music Meditation

“Were You There When They Crucified my Lord?”

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?  
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
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Cover: The	Entrance	of	Christ	into	Jerusalem	
by Jean-Hippolyte Flandrin (1809–1864) b. France
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