
1

Holy Eucharist
The Second Sunday of Advent
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
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The Holy Eucharist
Prelude	 Prelude on Bereden väg för Herran	 Paul Manz	

Opening Hymn  65	 “Prepare the way, O Zion”

Words: Prepare the way, O Zion - Frans Mikael Franzen, 1772-1847, Adapt: Charles P Price (b 1920) Copyright © 1982, 
Charles P Price.  All rights reserved. Reprinted, podcast & streamed with permission under One License #A-706525.  
All rights reserved. Music: Bereden väg för Herran, Swedish Melody; Then Swenska Psalmboken, Stockholm, 1697
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The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Celebrant 	 Our King and Savior now draws near. 
People		  O come, let us adore him. 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.

O God of hope and vision, you sent your prophets to guide us amid the darkness 
of this world into the light of your eternal Love: Enlighten our hearts and minds 
to hear your Word through the prophets who surround us in our time, that we 
may hearken to your message anew in this Advent Season; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The Penitential Order 	

Celebrant	 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People	 His mercy endures for ever.

The Celebrant may read an opening sentence.

The Celebrant then says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Said by all
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Trisagion 
Said three times 	

Celebrant 	� Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One,

People 		  Have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you. 
People 		 And also with you. 
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings 
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
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The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson 	 Baruch 5:1–9

Reader 		 The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

The Response: Canticle 16 (Luke 1: 68–79)

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
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To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson 	 Philippians 1:3–11

Reader 		 The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn 56   verses 1 & 4	 “O come, O come, Emmanuel”

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
	

O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
free them from Satan’s tyranny
that trust thy mighty power to save,
and give them victory o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

The Holy Gospel
Clergy		�  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Luke.
People 		 Glory to you, Lord Christ.
		  Luke 3:1–6
Clergy	 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Gospel Hymn 56   verses 5 & 8	 “O come, O come, Emmanuel”

O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Words: O come, O come Emmanuel, Latin, c. 12th century; Hymnal 1940, ver. alt. Copyright 1940 Church Publishing Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted, podcast and streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. All rights reserved.

The Sermon 	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila

The Nicene Creed
Said by all
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
	 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father; 
	 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
	 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
	 and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 					  
		  Scriptures;
	 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
	 of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
	 and his kingdom will have no end.



8

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
	 is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 				  
		  Prophets.  
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People	 Form V

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy”

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found 
without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Lucinda, our Bishop; Ricardo, Nayan, Clark, 
Ernest, and Bill, our priests; for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the 
holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, 
and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the arrival, in this time of need, of such moderate rain and showers, that we 
may receive the fruits of the earth, to our comfort and to your honor, we pray to 
you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow 
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
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For those in positions of public trust, especially Joseph, our President, Gavin, our 
Governor, and the members of Congress and the Supreme Court, that they may 
serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to 
you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, 
and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to 
you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, 
that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all 
that we do, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured 
or offended, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, 
and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and 
health, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith 
is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place 
where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Luke, and all 
the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ 
our God. 
To you, O Lord our God.

Silence. 
The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect. 
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The Peace
Celebrant 	 The peace of Christ be always with you.
People 		  And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn 75 	 “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”
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Words: There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, James Lewis Milligan (1876-1961)
Music:Ascension, H Hugh Bancroft (1904-1988), © 1938 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted, podcast 
and streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. All rights reserved.

Prayers Over the Gifts
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving	  Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts. 
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your 
beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;  
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Luke, blessed John the Baptist, and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Said by all
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People 		 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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Communion Hymn 383	 “Fairest Lord Jesus” 
	 Birthday hymn request 
	 by Ann Thurman

Verse 1: Cantor only. Verses 2 and 3: All 
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Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Said by all 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Advent Blessing

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in 
great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all 
sin. Amen.

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and untiring in love. Amen.

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent 
be rewarded with unending life. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Closing Hymn 76	 “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”

The Dismissal
The Celebrant dismisses the people, and they respond

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude	 Postlude on “Winchester New”	 Malcolm Archer	
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	 Celebrant	 The Rev. Ernest Cockrell	
	 Preacher	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
	 Lay Assistant	 Roger Fleming
	 Lectors	 Kirk Young & Barbara Stafford 
	 Organist	 Dr. Colin Whitby-Strevens 
	 Cantor	 Ted Lorraine
Live-streaming Director		 Art Feather
	 Usher	 Jim Graham
	 Altar Guild	 Stephen Wells & Linda Walton

Permission to podcast and stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-706525.  
All rights reserved.

Servers—December 5, 2021

Cover: Saint John the Baptist Preaching (ca. 1370)  
by Lorenzo Veneziano, b. Italy



20

	 Rector	� The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
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