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Holy Eucharist
The First Sunday after the Epiphany:
The Baptism of Our Lord

January 7, 2024— 10:00 a.m.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Los Gatos, California
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The Holy Eucharist

Prelude	 Bethlehem of Noblest City	 Malcolm Archer	

Opening Hymn 117		  “Brightest and best are the stars  
		  of the morning”
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Opening Acclamation

 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria		  S 280
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you. 
People 		 And also with you. 
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed 
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who 
are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.



5

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson 	 Genesis 1:1–5

Reader 		 The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29

1	� Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2	� Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name;  
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3	� The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders;  
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4	� The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;  
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

5 	� The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;  
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6	� He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7	 �The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8	� The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe  
and strips the forests bare.

9	� And in the temple of the Lord  
all are crying, “Glory!”

10	 �The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11	� The Lord shall give strength to his people;  
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.
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The Second Lesson 	 Acts 19:1–7

Reader 		 The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn 121 (LEVAS)	 “Baptized in water”

The Holy Gospel	 	

Clergy		�  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark.

People 		 Glory to you, Lord Christ.
		  Mark 1:4–11
Clergy	 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila
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	 The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Dear People of God: In Holy Baptism we follow the pattern of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. As he came up from the water he was anointed by the Spirit of God and 
designated as God’s Son. So we are also anointed by that same Spirit; we are 
reborn and adopted as sons and daughters with whom God is well pleased. Let us 
now renew our own baptismal covenant.

Celebrant 	 �Do you reafffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your  
commitment to Jesus Christ?

People 		  I do.

Celebrant 	 Do you believe in God the Father?
People 		  �I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People 		  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant 	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People 		 �I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.

Celebrant	� Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

People 		 I will, with God’s help.
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Celebrant 	� Will you persevere in resisting evil, and,  
whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

People 		 I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant	� Will you proclaim by word and example  
the Good News of God in Christ?

People		  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant 	� Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, 
loving your neighbor as yourself?

People		  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant	� Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every human being?

People 		 I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant 	� May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed 
upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The congregation is asperged with holy water.

The Prayers of the People 		  Form III 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
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Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Peace
Celebrant 	 The peace of Christ be always with you.
People 		  And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem	

	 Shepherd’s Farewell 	 Hector Berlioz
	 from L’enfance du Christ 

Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare.
Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share.
Loving father, Loving mother, shelter thee with tender care!

Blessed Jesus, we implore thee with humble love and holy fear.
In the land that lies before thee, forget not us who linger here!
May the shepherd’s lowly calling, ever to thy heart be dear!

Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild!
Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure, the Prince of Peace, The Holy Child!
God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild!

Prayers Over the Gifts
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.
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Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving	 Eucharistic Prayer B

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the 
Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the 
knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:
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Sanctus S 130

Setting: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010); ©1985, 1989, GIA 
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted, podcast and streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. 
All rights reserved.
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed John the Baptist, blessed Luke, and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Setting plainsong; adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944). ©1985 Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted, podcast and streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. All rights reserved.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People	 	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant	 The gifts of God for the people of God.
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Communion Hymn 333	 	 “Now the silence, now the peace”
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Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Said by all 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

An Epiphany Blessing

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the 
Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the 
Lord. Amen.

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism 
in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of 
new birth. Amen.

May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Closing Hymn 128	 “We three kings of Orient are” 
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The Dismissal
The clergy dismisses the People and they respond

Thanks be to God.

Postlude 	 We Three Kings	 Andrew Fletcher
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	 Celebrant/Preacher	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
	 Lay Assistant	 Roger Fleming 
	 Acolyte	 Pablo Alvarez
	 Lectors	 Lillian McMath & Kirk Young 
	 Organist	 Laura Green 
	 Singers	 The St. Luke’s Choir 
Live-Streaming Director		 Art Feather 
	 Usher	 Ron Victor
	 Altar Guild	 Stephen Wells & Linda Walton

Servers—January 7, 2024

Cover: The Baptism of Christ by Giovanni Baronzio (died 1362) b. Italy
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	 Rector	� The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
revrico@stlukeslg.org

	 Assisting Clergy	 The Rev. Ernest Cockrell
		  The Rev. R. Clark Emerson
		  The Rev. Nayan McNeill, Ph.D.
	 	 The Very Rev. William S. Stafford, Ph.D.
	 Music Director 	 Ms. Laura Green 
		  lauragreen@stlukeslg.org
	 Parish Administrator	 Mr. Michael King
	 	 office@stlukeslg.org
	 Treasurer	 Mr. Art Feather 
		  afeather@stlukeslg.org
	 Altar Guild Coordinator	 Ms. Carol Graham
	 Outreach/Pantry Director	 Ms. Jo Greiner
	 Rector Emeritus	 The Rev. David R. Breuer

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church  
20 University Ave. • Los Gatos, CA • 95030

408-354-2195 • www.stlukeslg.org

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a place of peace, beauty,  
and relationship that reflects God’s saving presence  

through our rich Tradition, our intellectual curiosity,  
and our work in the wider community.

Saint Luke’s Vestry • vestry@stlukeslg.org

Saint Luke’s Clergy & Staff
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