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Holy Eucharist
The Twenty-Fifth Sunday  

After Pentecost
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The Holy Eucharist

Prelude “Sheep May Safely Graze” J.S. Bach 

Opening Hymn 598 “Lord Christ, when first thou cam'st to earth”
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Opening Acclamation

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria “Gloria in excelsis”
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant 
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God.

Psalm 90:1–12

1  Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another.

2  Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God.

3  You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
“Go back, O child of earth.”

4  For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 
and like a watch in the night.

5  You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass.

6	 	In	the	morning	it	is	green	and	flourishes;	* 
in the evening it is dried up and withered.

7  For we consume away in your displeasure; * 
we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation.

8  Our iniquities you have set before you, * 
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

9  When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 
we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

10  The span of our life is seventy years, 
perhaps in strength even eighty; * 
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, 
for they pass away quickly and we are gone.
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11  Who regards the power of your wrath? * 
who rightly fears your indignation?

12  So teach us to number our days * 
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

The Second Lesson 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.

Offertory Hymn 721 (WLP) “Signs of endings all around us”
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The Holy Gospel
Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

  Matthew 25:14–30

Clergy The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The	Very	Rev.	William	S.	Stafford

The Nicene Creed

Said by all
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
 and became truly human.
For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;
	 he	suffered	death	and	was	buried.
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the     
   Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
 of the Father.
 He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
	 is	worshiped	and	glorified,	who	has	spoken	through	the		 	 	 	
	 	 Prophets.	 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People  Form IV

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Comfort	and	heal	all	those	who	suffer	in	body,	mind,	or	spirit;	give	them	courage	
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may 
be	fulfilled;	and	we	pray	that	we	may	share	with	all	your	saints	in	your	eternal	
kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Silence. 
The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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The Confession of Sin
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People   And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem “The Lord Is My Shepherd” Howard Goodall 
  sung by  
  St. Luke’s Choir

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want; 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil. 
For you are with me, you will comfort me. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life. 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Prayers Over the Gifts
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have 
this	bread	to	offer,	which	earth	has	given	and	human	hands	have	made.	It	will	
become for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine	to	offer,	fruit	of	the	vine	and	work	of	human	hands.	It	will	become	for	us	the	
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray,	friends,	that	this	our	sacrifice	may	be	acceptable	to	God	the	Father	
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving  Enriching Our Worship 3

 
Celebrant
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving 
God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by 
whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed 
the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the 
earth and gave breath to humankind.

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly 
beings and all creation as we shout with joy:
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Sanctus   WLP	785

Sing first in Spanish, then in English.

The Celebrant continues
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 
called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 
bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus over to 
our humanity, through which he entered our life to proclaim the coming of your 
holy	reign	and	gives	himself	for	us,	a	fragrant	offering.

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into 
your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, 
this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 
said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out 
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection 
and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these 
gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we praise you and we 
bless you:
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Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they 
may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your 
Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time 
gather us with the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed St. Luke, and all your people into 
the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.

Celebrant and People

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Setting	plainsong;	adapt.	Charles	Winfred	Douglas	(1867-1944).	©1985	Church	Publishing,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Re-
printed, podcast and streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. All rights reserved.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant Alleluia.	Christ	our	Passover	is	sacrificed	for	us.
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant The	Gifts	of	God	for	the	People	of	God.
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Communion Hymn 312 “Strengthen for service, Lord”

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

Said by all 
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Blessing

Closing Hymn 561 “‘Stand up, stand up for Jesus”

Dismissal
The clergy dismisses the People and they respond 
Thanks be to God.

Postlude “God the Father Be Our Stay”	 Paul	Manz







 

FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR  
Flowers at the altar are given 
to the glory of God in loving 
celebration by Mother Nayan 
McNeill, in honor and memory 
of her parents, Betty and Ross 
McNeill, who married a century 
ago on November 20th, 1923.

Flowers at the altar are also  
given to the glory of God in 
celebration of the birthday of 
Arlene McClelland, from her 
family who loves her.
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 Celebrant The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
	 Preacher	 The	Very	Rev.	William	S.	Stafford 
 Lay Assistant Roger Fleming 
 Acolyte Simone Bates 
	 Lectors	 Lillian	McMath	&	Jan	Panell	 
 Organist Laura Green 
 Singers St. Luke’s Choir 
Live-streaming Director  Art Feather 
 Ushers Ann Whyte & Ron Victor 
 Altar Guild Connie Beck & Carol Graham 

Permission to print and stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-706525. All rights reserved.

Cover: L’Absinthe by Edgar Degas (1834–1917) b. France
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408-354-2195 • www.stlukeslg.org
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and relationship that reflects God’s saving presence  
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and our work in the wider community.
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