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The Liturgy of the Palms
The congregation gathers in Town Plaza Park. The branches of palm to be carried in 
the procession are distributed to the people after the prayer of blessing.

Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord; 
People   Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Celebrant Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may 
enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have 
given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Clergy  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Mark 11:1–11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a 
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why 
are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in 
the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What 
are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting,

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 
twelve.
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Clergy  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Blessing of the Palms
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered 
the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by 
those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these 
branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. Amen.

Palm branches are distributed to the congregation.

Celebrant Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Hosanna in the highest. 
Celebrant Let us go forth in peace.  
People  In the name of Christ. Amen.

All join the procession from the park to the church, holding branches in their hands and 
singing “All glory, laud, and honor” a cappella. At the main entrance to the church, the 
procession pauses.
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Opening Hymn 154 “All Glory, laud and honor”
 

At the main entrance to the church, the procession halts while the following Psalm and 
Collect are said.
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Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29

1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever.
2  Let Israel now proclaim, * 
 “His mercy endures for ever.”
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
 I will enter them; 
 I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20  “This is the gate of the Lord; * 
 he who is righteous may enter.”
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
 and have become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
 has become the chief cornerstone.
23  This is the Lord’s doing, * 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24  On this day the Lord has acted; * 
 we will rejoice and be glad in it.
25  Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * 
 Lord, send us now success.
26  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 
 we bless you from the house of the Lord.
27  God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * 
 form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.
28  “You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
 you are my God, and I will exalt you.”
29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever.
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Celebrant 
Let us pray. Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 
suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant 
that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life 
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All proceed into the church to their seats and remain standing.

The Liturgy of the Word

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death 
upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant 
that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Isaiah 50:4-9a
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 31:9–16 

9  Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly.

10  For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed.

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies  
 and even to my neighbors, 
 a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
 when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12  I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 

I am as useless as a broken pot.
13  For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 

fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life.

14  But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 
I have said, “You are my God.

15  My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me.

16  Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me.”

The Second Lesson Philippians 2:5–11

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.
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The Passion Gospel
Mark 14:1-15:47

Hymn 458 (verses 1–2) “My song is love unknown”

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

Lector reads a portion of the Passion Gospel.

… But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”  Peter said to him, 
“Even though all become deserters, I will not.”  Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell 
you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three 
times.”  But he said vehemently, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny 
you.”  And all of them said the same.
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Hymn 458 (verses 3 & 4) “My song is love unknown”

Sometimes they strew his way,  
and his strong praises sing,  
resounding all the day  
hosannas to their King.  
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath,  
and for his death they thirst and cry.

Why, what hath my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
he gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these
themselves displease, and ‘gainst him rise.

Lector reads a portion of the Passion Gospel.

… Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses?  
You have heard his blasphemy!  What is your decision?”  All of them condemned 
him as deserving death.  Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to 
strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!”  The guards also took him over and beat 
him.

Hymn 458 (verse 5 & 6) “My song is love unknown”

They rise, and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of Life they slay.
Yet steadfast he to suffering goes,
that he his foes from thence might free.

In life no house, no home
my Lord on earth might have;
in death no friendly tomb
but what a stranger gave.
What may I say? Heaven was his home;
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.
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Lector reads a portion of the Passion Gospel.

… Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom 
they asked.  Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 
committed murder during the insurrection.  So the crowd came and began to 
ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom.  Then he answered them, “Do 
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”  For he realized that it was 
out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over.  But the chief priests 
stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead.  Pilate spoke 
to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of 
the Jews?”  They shouted back,

ALL: “Crucify him!”

Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?”  But they shouted all the more,

ALL: “Crucify him!”

So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

… They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his 
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.

Hymn 458 (verse 7) “My song is love unknown”

Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine:
never was love, dear King, 
never was grief like thine.
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.

(The Congregation stands.)
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Lector reads a portion of the Passion Gospel.

… When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon.  At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.”  
And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it 
to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 
down.”  Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.

(The Congregation kneels in silence, standing when clergy stand.  
The reading then continues.)

… When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the 
day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, 
who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate wondered if he were already 
dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for 
some time.  When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the 
body to Joseph.  Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, 
wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the 
rock.  He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.  Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

The Sermon The Very Rev. William S. Stafford
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The Prayers of the People  Form II

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world;  
for our Bishops, Justin, Michael, and Lucinda;  
for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.  
Pray for the Church.

Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; 
and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry,  
the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God,  
or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially Cheryl & Jack. 
Pray for those who have died.

Silence

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence. 
The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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The Peace
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem “Libera Me” Gabriel Fauré 
 from Requiem Solo: Ron Victor

Libera me, Domine, de morte  
aeterna, in die illa tremenda:
quando caeli movendi sunt et terra;
dum veneris iudicare saeculum per 
ignem.
Tremens factus sum ego, et timeo,
dum discussio venerit, atque  
ventura ira.

Dies illa, dies irae,  
calamitatis et miseriae,
Dies illa, dies magna  
et amara valde.
Requiem aeternam dona eis,  
Domine,
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Deliver me, Lord, from eternal death,
on that terrible day:
when the heavens and  
earth will be shaken;
when you will come  
to judge the age with fire.
I am made to tremble, and I am afraid,
since trial and anger are coming.

That day, a day of anger,  
disaster and sorrow,
That day, a mighty day,  
and one exceedingly bitter.
Give them eternal rest, Lord,
and may light perpetual  
shine upon them.

Prayers Over the Gifts
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.
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Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer A

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole 
world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who put their trust in him.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
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Sanctus  S 124

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Said by all
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People   Therefore let us keep the feast.
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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Those receiving Holy Communion may partake of both bread and wine or in just one 
kind. If partaking from the chalice, please only drink, do not dip your wafer into the 
cup. You may also touch the wafer to the outside of the chalice if desired. If you wish to 
receive a Blessing rather than Communion, come forward and stand or kneel with your 
arms crossed over your chest. 

Communion Anthem In Paradisum Gabriel Fauré 
 from Requiem

In paradisum deducant angeli:
in tuo adventu suscipiant te 
martyres,
et perducant te in civitatem 
sanctam Jerusalem.
Chorus angelorum te suscipiat,
et cum Lazaro quondam paupere,
aeternam habeas requiem.

May the angels lead you  
into paradise:
may the martyrs receive you  
as you arrive,
and bring you into the holy city  
of Jerusalem.
May the choir of angels receive you,
and with Lazarus, once a beggar,
may you have eternal rest.

Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

Said by all 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



18

Solemn Prayer over the People
Celebrant Bow down before the Lord.
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, 
and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn 172 “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”

Words: Afro-American Spiritual; Tune: Were you there: Afro-American Spiritual, harm. C. Winfred Douglas, ©1961, 
Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted, podcast and streamed with permission under One License #A-
706525. All rights reserved.
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Servers—March 24, 2024

 Celebrant The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
 Preacher The Very Rev. William S. Stafford 
 Lay Assistant Roger Fleming 
 Acolyte Linda Walton 
 Thurifer Warren Hackbarth 
 Crucifer Pablo Alvarez 
 Banner Camila Nava 
 Lectors Girault Jones & Jan Panell 
 Organist Laura Green 
 Singers St. Luke’s Choir 
 Usher Jim Graham 
 Altar Guild Alice Marciel & Carol Graham 

Permission to podcast and stream the music in this service obtained from One License with  
license #A-706525. All rights reserved.

Cover: Christ’s Entry into Brussels in 1889.  James Ensor.

Dismissal
The clergy dismisses the People and they respond 
Thanks be to God.



 Rector  The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
revrico@stlukeslg.org

 Assisting Clergy The Rev. Ernest Cockrell
  The Rev. R. Clark Emerson
  The Rev. Nayan McNeill, Ph.D.
  The Very Rev. William S. Stafford, Ph.D.
 Music Director  Ms. Laura Green 
  lauragreen@stlukeslg.org
 Parish Administrator Mr. Michael King
  office@stlukeslg.org
 Treasurer Mr. Art Feather 
  afeather@stlukeslg.org
 Altar Guild Coordinator Ms. Carol Graham
 Outreach/Pantry Director Ms. Jo Greiner
 Rector Emeritus The Rev. David R. Breuer
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