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Holy Eucharist
The Eleventh Sunday  

After Pentecost
August 24, 2025—10:00 a.m.
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The Holy Eucharist

Prelude	 Morning Prayer	 Edward Elgar

Opening Hymn 8	  	 “Morning Has Broken”
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Opening Acclamation

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria	
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you. 
People 		 And also with you. 
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by 
your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of 
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson	 Isaiah 58:9b–14

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

If you remove the yoke from among you, 
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,

if you offer your food to the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,

then your light shall rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be like the noonday.

The Lord will guide you continually, 
and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
and make your bones strong;

and you shall be like a watered garden, 
like a spring of water, 
whose waters never fail.

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of streets to live in.

If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, 
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;

if you call the sabbath a delight 
and the holy day of the Lord honorable;

if you honor it, not going your own ways, 
serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
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then you shall take delight in the Lord, 
and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;

I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Reader		 The Word of the Lord. 
People 		 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103:1–8

1	� Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.

2	� Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
and forget not all his benefits.

3	� He forgives all your sins * 
and heals all your infirmities;

4	� He redeems your life from the grave * 
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;

5	� He satisfies you with good things, * 
and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.

6	� The Lord executes righteousness * 
and judgment for all who are oppressed.

7	� He made his ways known to Moses * 
and his works to the children of Israel.

8	� The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness.
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The Second Lesson	 Hebrews 12:18–29

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and 
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice 
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 
(For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches 
the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that 
Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to 
God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel.
See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape 
when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we 
escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook 
the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the 
earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal 
of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may 
remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and 
awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire.

Reader	 The Word of the Lord. 
People 	 Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Hymn 773 (WLP)	 “Heal me, hands of Jesus”

The Holy Gospel	 Luke 13:10–17

Clergy	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
	 Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People		 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then 
there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. 
She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw 
her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 
When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began 
praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured 
on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work 
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 
But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on 
the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it 
water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for 
eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” When he 
said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing 
at all the wonderful things that he was doing.

Clergy		 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.



9

The Sermon	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila

The Nicene Creed
Said by all
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
	 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father; 
	 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
	 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
	 and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
	 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
	 of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
	 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
	 is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the Prophets.  
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People 	 Form IV

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may 
be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Silence. 
The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant	 Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace
Celebrant 	 The peace of Christ be always with you.
People 		 And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem	 Down to the River to Pray 
	 Folk song adapted by Amanda Clift

Chorus: 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way!
O brothers let’s go down  
Let’s go down, come on down 
Come on brothers let’s go down 
Down in the river to pray
Chorus
O mothers let’s go down 
Let’s go down, come on down 
Come on mothers let’s go down 
Down in the river to pray
Chorus
O fathers let’s go down 
Let’s go down, come on down 
Come on fathers let’s go down 
Down in the river to pray
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Prayers Over the Gifts
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have 
this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will 
become for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving	 Eucharistic Prayer A

 
Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy 
Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth 
your glory in all the world. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 

Sanctus 	 WLP 785
Sing first in Spanish, then in English.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
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Setting plainsong; adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944). ©1985 Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Re-
printed, podcast and streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. All rights reserved.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People 		 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Those receiving Holy Communion may partake of both bread and wine or in just one 
kind. If partaking from the chalice, please only drink, do not dip your wafer into the 
cup. You may also touch the wafer to the outside of the chalice if desired. If you wish to 
receive a Blessing rather than Communion, come forward and stand or kneel with your 
arms crossed over your chest. 
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Communion Hymn 825 (WLP)	 “Bless the Lord my soul”

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Said by all 
Loving God, we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, 
and remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn 618	 “Ye watchers and ye holy ones”
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Dismissal
The clergy dismisses the People and they respond 
Thanks be to God.

Postlude	 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 	 David Cherwien
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FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR  
Flowers at the altar are given 
to the glory of God by Diann 
Reading in thanksgiving for the 
kindness and generosity of her 
fellow parishioners at St. Luke’s.
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Servers—August 24, 2025
	 Celebrant	 The Rev. Ernest Cockrell 
	 Preacher	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
	 Lay Assistant	 Ariana Bates 
	 Acolyte	 Simone Bates 
	 Lectors	 Betsy James & Barbara Stafford 
	 Organist	 Laura Green
	 Singers	 St. Luke’s Choir Ensemble 
	 Live-streaming	 Art Feather & Glenn Katz 
	 Ushers	 Ron Victor & John McDonald 
	 Altar Guild	 Carol Graham & Alice Marciel 

Permission to podcast and stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-706525. All rights reserved.

Cover: Bent Woman by Milos Todorovic (1971— ) b. Serbia



	 Rector	� The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
revrico@stlukeslg.org

	 Assisting Clergy	 The Rev. Ernest Cockrell
		  The Rev. R. Clark Emerson
		  The Rev. Nayan McNeill, Ph.D.
		  The Very Rev. William S. Stafford, Ph.D.
	 Music Director 	 Ms. Laura Green 
		  lauragreen@stlukeslg.org
	 Parish Administrator	 Mr. Michael King
		  office@stlukeslg.org
	 Treasurer	 Mr. Art Feather 
		  afeather@stlukeslg.org
	 Altar Guild Coordinator	 Ms. Carol Graham
	 Outreach/Pantry Director	 Ms. Jo Greiner
	 Rector Emeritus	 The Rev. David R. Breuer

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church  
20 University Ave. • Los Gatos, CA • 95030

408-354-2195 • www.stlukeslg.org

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a place of peace, beauty,  
and relationship that reflects God’s saving presence  

through our rich Tradition, our intellectual curiosity,  
and our work in the wider community.

Saint Luke’s Vestry • vestry@stlukeslg.org

Saint Luke’s Clergy & Staff

Scan to visit our website.

John Cleveland (Senior Warden) 
Ron Victor (Junior Warden)
John Culwell
Paul Fait
Roger Fleming

Loren Schlesinger  
Joanie Smith  
Janet Souza
Steve Sullins
Glenn Katz (Non-Vestry Clerk)


