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The Holy Eucharist

Preludes Ubi Caritas Carson Cooman
Opening Hymn 484 “Praise the Lord through every nation”
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Words: Rhijnvis Feith (1753-1824); para. James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt. Music: Wachet auf, melody Hans Sachs
(1494-1576); adapt. Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); arr. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant 'L"—.—O—' = — o o o o !
Bless - ed be God: Father, Son, and Ho - ly Spi - rit.

People N — " — o o & L
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ev - er. A-men.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Gloria
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the
proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make
their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson Deuteronomy 30:15—20

A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, “See, I have
set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord
your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your
heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other
gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may



live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that
means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the
Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *

nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

The Second Lesson Philemon 1—21

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Philemon.
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus
our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that
we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my
brother.

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your
duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this
as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment.
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and

to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to

keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during

my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your
consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something
forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that
you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh
and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he
has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I,
Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your
owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in
the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing
to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Offertory Hymn 757 (WLP)

“Will you come and follow me?”
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5.you and you in me.

Words: from the lona Community. Music: Mary Alexandra, John L. Hooker (b. 1944).
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The Holy Gospel Luke 14:25-33

Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them,
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever
does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you,
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see
whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, "This
fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what king, going out to

wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether

he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with
twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become
my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

Clergy The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Ricardo Avila

The Nicene Creed

Said by all
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit aBd the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.

He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may
be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal
kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Silence.
The People may add their own petitions.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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The Confession of Sin

Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins

through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem Ubi Caritas Maurice Duruflé
Ubi caritas et amor, Where there is charity and love,
Deus ibi est. God is there.

Congregavit nos The love of Christ has

in unum Christi amor. gathered us as one.

Exsultemus et in ipso jucundemur. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum. Let us honor and love the living God.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. And from a sincere heart let us love

one another.

Prayers Over the Gifts

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become
for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all
God’s Holy Church. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving Enriching Our Worship I
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Celebrant

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of
life and fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing
and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ

and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us

to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the
faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus WLP 785
Sing first in Spanish, then in English.
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Words: Variation on a traditional liturgical text. Music: Composer of melody unknown; arr. based on a two-part version as taught
by Pablo D. Sosa (b. 1933).



The Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave
the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth
your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would
not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation,
abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered
us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew
your promise of salvation.

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your
glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening
the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take,
eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your
creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body
and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be
filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the
everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past,
present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.



Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
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Setting plainsong; adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944). ©1985 Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Re-
printed, podcast and streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. All rights reserved.



The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Those receiving Holy Communion may partake of both bread and wine or in just one
kind. If partaking from the chalice, please only drink, do not dip your wafer into the
cup. You may also touch the wafer to the outside of the chalice if desired. If you wish to
receive a Blessing rather than Communion, come forward and stand or kneel with your
arms crossed over your chest.

Communion Hymn Day by Day Stephen Schwartz

Day by day, day by day

Oh, dear Lord, three things I pray
To see thee more clearly

Love thee more dearly

Follow thee more nearly

Day by day

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

Said by all

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing

Closing Hymn 594 “God of grace and God of glory”
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Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), alt. By permission of the author. Music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932).
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Dismissal

The clergy dismisses the People and they respond
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Lead On, Oh King, Eternal Michael Helman
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FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR
Flowers at the altar are given

to the glory of God by John

& Genevieve Cleveland in
thanksgiving for their wonderful
children & grandchildren.
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Servers—September 7, 2025

Celebrant The Very Rev. William S. Stafford
Preacher The Rev. Ricardo Avila
Lay Assistant ~ Ariana Bates

Acolyte Roger Fleming
Lectors Jan Panell & Betsy James
Singers  St. Luke’s Choir

Organist Laura Green

Live-streaming Glenn Katz
Usher John McDonald & Lewis Pollard
Altar Guild Linda Walton, Bruce & Darlene Friesen

Permission to podcast and stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-706525. All rights reserved.

Cover: Onesimus returns to Philemon with Paul’s letter in his hands
by unknown artist. Medieval.
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a place of peace, beauty,
and relationship that reflects God’s saving presence
through our rich Tradition, our intellectual curiosity,
and our work in the wider community.
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