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The Holy Eucharist
Prelude	 Voluntary in A Minor	 John Blow	

Opening Hymn 174	 “At the Lamb’s high feast we sing”
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The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Song of Praise	 S 236
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you. 
People 		 And also with you. 
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking 
of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson	 Acts 2:14a,36–41

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let 
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord 
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the 
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may 
be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is 
for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who 
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added. 

Reader		 The Word of the Lord. 
People 		 Thanks be to God.



7

Psalm 116:1–3, 10–17
1	� I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

2	� The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow.

3	� Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life."

10	� How shall I repay the Lord * 
for all the good things he has done for me?

11	� I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

12	� I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people.

13	� Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
is the death of his servants.

14	� O Lord, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds.

15	� I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

16	� I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people,

17	� In the courts of the Lord's house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 
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The Second Lesson	 1 Peter 1:17–23

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter.

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to 
their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that 
you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with 
perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation 
of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him 
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are set on God.

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been 
born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of God.

Reader	 The Word of the Lord. 
People 	 Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Hymn 205	 “Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!”

 

The Holy Gospel	 Luke 24:13–35

Clergy	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
	 Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People		 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about 
all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, 
Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
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recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other 
while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked 
them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how 
our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told 
us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some 
of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 
he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because 
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with 
them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; 
and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 
the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, 
“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread.

Clergy		 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila
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The Nicene Creed
Said by all
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
	 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father; 
	 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
	 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
	 and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
	 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
	 of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
	 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
	 is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the Prophets.  
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People	 Form VI

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors,  
and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Lucinda, our Bishop,  
and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in God’s Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, and we will exalt you,  
O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you.

Silence. 
The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect.
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The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People 		 And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem	 Abenlied	 Josef Rheinberger 
	

Bleib bei uns, denn es will 
Abend werden
Und der Tag hat sich geneiget

Bide with us, for evening 
shadows darken, and the day 
will soon be over.

Prayers Over the Gifts

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving	  Eucharistic Prayer B

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to 
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he 
is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of 
the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he 
has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:
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Sanctus	

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;  
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Luke, and all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People 		 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Those receiving Holy Communion may partake of both bread and wine or in just one 
kind. If partaking from the chalice, please only drink, do not dip your wafer into the 
cup. You may also touch the wafer to the outside of the chalice if desired. If you wish to 
receive a Blessing rather than Communion, come forward and stand or kneel with your 
arms crossed over your chest.
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Communion Hymn 69 (LEVAS)	 “I come to the garden alone”
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Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Said by all 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Easter Blessing
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us beloved children through 
the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of divine 
blessing. Amen.
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May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness 
of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom 
in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn 296	 “We know that Christ is raised and dies no more”
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Dismissal
The clergy dismisses the People and they respond 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude	 Scherzo	 Flor Peeters
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FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR  
Flowers at the altar are given to 
the glory of God in thanksgiving 
for Denise Adams, by her loving 
husband, Art.

Flowers are also dedicated to 
the glory of God by Martha 
Sterne in celebration of another 
rotation around the sun and with 
much gratitude for God’s many 
blessings.
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	 Celebrant/Preacher	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
	 Lay Assistant	 Roger Fleming 
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Permission to podcast and stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-706525. All rights reserved.

Cover: Tree Planting Group by Grant Wood (1891–1942) b. Iowa. 
Image selected in honor of Earth Day on April 22
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