
Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church
Los Gatos, California

Holy Eucharist
The Twenty-Fourth Sunday  

After Pentecost
November 8, 2026—10:00 a.m.



The Holy Eucharist

Prelude	 Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme BWV 140	 J. S. Bach 

Opening Hymn 61	  	“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us”
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Opening Acclamation

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Gloria	
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you. 
People 		 And also with you. 
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 
the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having 
this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again 
with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson	 Amos 5:18–24

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos.

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord:

Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
Why do you want the day of the Lord?

It is darkness, not light; 
as if someone fled from a lion, 
and was met by a bear;

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
and was bitten by a snake.

Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
and gloom with no brightness in it?

I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them;
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and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
I will not look upon.

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.

But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 

Reader		 The Word of the Lord. 
People 		 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1–7

1	� Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2	� I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.

3	� That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children.

4	� We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
and the wonderful works he has done.

5	� He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to teach their children;

6	� That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;

7	� So that they might put their trust in God, * 
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments. 
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The Second Lesson	 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 
the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with 
these words.

Reader	 The Word of the Lord. 
People 	 Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn 68	 “Rejoice! rejoice, believers”
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The Holy Gospel	 Matthew 25:1–13

Clergy	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
	 Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People		 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but 
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here 
is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up 
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, 
for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.” 

Clergy		 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 The Rev. Ernest Cockrell
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The Nicene Creed

Said by all
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
	 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father; 
	 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
	 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
	 and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 				 
			   Scriptures;
	 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
	 of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
	 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
	 is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 			 
			   Prophets.  
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People 	 Form IV

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may 
be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Silence. 
The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace
Celebrant 	 The peace of Christ be always with you.
People 		 And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem	 “Praise His Holy Name”	 Keith Hampton

Chorus 
Sing till the power of the Lord come down.  
Shout Hallelujah! Praise his holy name! 
Sing till the power of the Lord come down.  
Shout Hallelujah! Praise his holy name!

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost but now I’m found, 
was blind but now I see.

Jesus, Jesus, how I love thee! 
Shout Hallelujah! Praise his holy name.

Chorus

Must Jesus bear the cross alone  
and all the world go free? 
No, there’s a cross for everyone 
and there’s a cross for me.

Jesus, Jesus, how I love thee! 
Shout Hallelujah! Praise his holy name!

Let us praise his name, hallelujah Lord! 
Holy Jesus, praise his name. 
Oh hallelujah, praise his holy name!



14

Prayers Over the Gifts
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have 
this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will 
become for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving	 Eucharistic Prayer A
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light 
and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
Sanctus 	 LEVAS 256

The Presider continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People 		 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Those receiving Holy Communion may partake of both bread and wine or in just one 
kind. If partaking from the chalice, please only drink, do not dip your wafer into the 
cup. You may also touch the wafer to the outside of the chalice if desired. If you wish to 
receive a Blessing rather than Communion, come forward and stand or kneel with your 
arms crossed over your chest. 

Communion Hymn	 “Sama”
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Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Said by all 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
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Closing Hymn 61 (VF)	 “Give me oil in my lamp”
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Dismissal
The clergy dismisses the People and they respond 
Thanks be to God.

Postlude	 Lift High the Cross	 Donald Busalow
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FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR  
Flowers at the altar are given to 
the glory of God by Carol Graham 
in celebration for the marriage 
of Elizabeth Graham and Morgan 
Gray on November 9.

Flowers at the altar are also  
given to the glory of God by 
Esperanza Ocegueda and  
Nate Virto to celebrate their  
one-year anniversary.



Servers—November 8, 2026

	 Celebrant	 The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
	 Preacher	 The Rev. Ernest Cockrell 
	 Eucharistic Minister	 Roger Fleming 
	 Acolytes	 Indie Howie & Ariana Bates 
	 Lectors	 Elane O’Rourke &  
		  Jennifer Hall Thornton 
	 Organist	 Colin Whitby-Strevens 
	 Choirmaster	 Laura Green 
	 Singers	 St. Luke’s Choir 
	 Livestream Team	 Art Feather, Glenn Katz,  
		  & Girault Jones 
	 Ushers	 Elane O’Rourke & Betsy James 
	 Altar Guild	 Connie Beck & Carol Graham 

Permission to print and stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-706525. All rights reserved.

Cover: The Wise and Foolish Virgins, Norway, 17th century wool tapestry.



	 Rector	� The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
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	 Assisting Clergy	 The Rev. Ernest Cockrell
		  The Rev. R. Clark Emerson
		  The Rev. Nayan McNeill, Ph.D.
		  The Very Rev. William S. Stafford, Ph.D.
	 Music Director 	 Ms. Laura Green 
		  lauragreen@stlukeslg.org
	 Parish Administrator	 Mr. Michael King
		  office@stlukeslg.org
	 Treasurer	 Mr. Art Feather 
		  afeather@stlukeslg.org
	 Altar Guild Coordinator	 Ms. Carol Graham 
	 Acolyte Coordinator	 Mr. Roger Fleming
	 Outreach/Pantry Director	 Ms. Jo Greiner
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