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Holy Eucharist 

The Eighteenth Sunday  
After Pentecost  

Sunday, September 26, 2021— 10:00 a.m.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Los Gatos, California
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The Holy Eucharist
Prelude Dot and Carry Betty Roe

Opening Hymn 574 “Before thy throne, O God, we kneel”
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria
Said by all

Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
    receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ,
    with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant 
us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may 
become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson  Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22

Reader   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Psalm 124
1   If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

let Israel now say;

2  If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
when enemies rose up against us;

3  Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
in their fierce anger toward us;

4  Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
and the torrent gone over us;

5  Then would the raging waters * 
have gone right over us.

6  Blessed be the Lord! * 
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
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7  We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8  Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

The Second Lesson  James 5:13–20

Reader   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel 

Clergy   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark.

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.
  Mark 9:38–50
Clergy  The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon  The Rev. Ricardo Avila

The Nicene Creed
Said by all
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
 and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the      
  Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
 of the Father.
 He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
 is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the     
  Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form VI
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
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For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Lucinda, our Bishop,  
and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in God’s Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 
The Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect. 

The Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Said by all
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace
Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People   And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem  “O Lord, Our God,  Words: Mack Harrell 
 we seek Thy guidance”  Music: W.A. Mozart 
  Sung by Ted Lorraine

  O Lord, our God, we seek Thy guidance,  
For Thou alone doth life bestow; 
If dark our path, Thy light doth guide us, 
As in Thy love and truth we grow. 
We shall endure when trials beset us; 
Thou art our shield when fears assail us; 
And through Thy mercy are we restored; 
Thou art our life, our God, our Lord!

O Lord, our God. Words: Mack Harrell, © 1939 Carl Fischer, LLC. All rights reserved. Music: Isis and Osiris, W A Mozart. 
Reprinted, Podcast and Streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. All rights reserved.

Prayers Over the Gifts
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.
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Pray, friends, that this our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of God’s Name, both to our benefit and that of all 
God’s Holy Church. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy 
Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth 
your glory in all the world.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Said by all
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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Communion Hymn 309  “O Food to pilgrims given”
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The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant Let us pray.
Said by all
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, 
and remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn 609 “Where cross the crowded ways of life”

The Dismissal
The Celebrant dismisses the people, and they respond

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  The War March of the Organists 
  (Apologies to Mr. Handel) 
  Colin Mawby
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FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR  
Flowers at the altar are given to 
the glory of God by Ann Whyte 
in celebration of the birthdays of 
her grandson Anand (age 12) and 
granddaughter Brooke (age 14).
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Servers—September 26, 2021
 Celebrant The Rev. Ernest Cockrell 
 Preacher The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
 Lay Assistant Pat Waddell
 Crucifer/Acolyte Reese Probst
 Lectors Mark French & Cheryl Lawrence
 Organist Dr. Colin Whitby-Strevens 
 Cantor Ted Lorraine
Live-streaming Director  Art Feather
 Ushers Jim Graham & Kenna French
 Altar Guild Stephen Wells & Gigi Fait

Permission to podcast and stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-706525.  
All rights reserved.

Cover:  St. Michael Slaying the Dragon by Raphael (1483–1520) b. Italy
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 Rector  The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
revrico@stlukeslg.org

 Assisting Clergy The Rev. Ernest Cockrell
  The Rev. R. Clark Emerson
  The Rev. Nayan McNeill
  The Very Rev. William S. Stafford
 Interim Music Director  Dr. Colin Whitby-Strevens 
  colin@stlukeslg.org
 Parish Administrator Mr. Michael King
  office@stlukeslg.org
 Treasurer Mr. Art Feather
 Altar Guild Coordinator Ms. Carol Graham
 Liturgist Mr. Pat Waddell
 Outreach/Pantry Director Ms. Jo Greiner
 Rector Emeritus The Rev. David R. Breuer

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church • 20 University Ave. • Los Gatos, CA • 95030
408-354-2195 • Emergency: 408-399-5435 • www.stlukeslg.org

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a place of peace, beauty,  
and relationship that reflects God’s saving presence  

through our rich Tradition, our intellectual curiosity,  
and our work in the wider community.

Saint Luke’s Vestry • vestry@stlukeslg.org

Saint Luke’s Clergy & Staff

Genevieve Cleveland 
Toni Dick  
Craig Martyn
Monique Nicolai 
Jane Ogle

Martha Sterne
Colin Whitby-Strevens  
Ann Whyte (Junior Warden) 
Kirk Young (Senior Warden)
Carol Graham (Non-Vestry Clerk)


