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Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church
Los Gatos, California

Holy Eucharist

The Feast of the Epiphany
Friday, January 6, 2023—6:30 p.m.
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The Holy Eucharist
Prelude Shepherd’s Farewell to the Holy Child  Hector Berlioz 
 

Opening Hymn 117 “Brightest and best are the stars of the morning” 
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be His kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
Said by all
Glory be to God on high, 

and on earth peace, good will towards men.

We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People   And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the 
peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know thee now by faith, to thy presence, where 
we may behold thy glory face to face; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

The First Lesson  Isaiah 60:1–6 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

Arise, shine, for your light has come,  
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land,  
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day;  
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.

Reader   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 72:1–7,10–14

1  Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;

2  That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice;

3  That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness.

4  He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

5  He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another.

6	 	He	shall	come	down	like	rain	upon	the	mown	field,	* 
like showers that water the earth.

7	 	In	his	time	shall	the	righteous	flourish;	* 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

10  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and	the	kings	of	Arabia	and	Saba	offer	gifts.

11  All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service.

12  For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper.

13  He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

14  He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.
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The Second Lesson  Ephesians 3:1–12

A reading from the Letter to the Ephesians.

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles—for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, 
as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive 
my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery 
was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all 
the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church 
the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal 
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access 
to	God	in	boldness	and	confidence	through	faith	in	him.

Reader   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.
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Gosepl Hymn 124 (verses 1–3) “What star is this, with beams so bright”
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The Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:1–12 

Clergy   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew.

People   Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come 
to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they 
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then,	opening	their	treasure	chests,	they	offered	him	gifts	of	gold,	frankincense,	
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left 
for their own country by another road.

Clergy  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Gosepl Hymn 124 (verses 4 & 5) “What star is this, with beams so bright”

The Sermon  The Rev. Ricardo Avila
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The Nicene Creed
Said by all
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
 and became truly human.
For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;
	 he	suffered	death	and	was	buried.
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the      
  Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
 of the Father.
 He will come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son
	 is	worshiped	and	glorified,	who	has	spoken	through	the		 	 	 	
  Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People   Form III 

Father, we pray for thy Holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve thee; 
That thy Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of thy Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority, in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do thy will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in thy sight.

Have	compassion	on	those	who	suffer	from	any	grief	or	trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise thee for thy saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in thy heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence.
The People may add their own petitions.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People   And with thy spirit.

Welcome and Announcements
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn 119  “As with gladness men of old”
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Prayers Over the Gifts

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the  
majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is thine. All things come from 
thee, and of thine own have we given thee. Amen.

Blessed art thou, Lord, God of all creation; through thy goodness we have this 
bread	to	offer,	which	earth	has	given	and	human	hands	have	made.	It	will	become	
for us the Bread of Heaven. Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed art thou, Lord, God of all creation; through thy goodness we have this 
wine	to	offer,	fruit	of	the	vine	and	work	of	human	hands.	It	will	 
become for us the Cup of Salvation. Blessed be God for ever.

Pray,	friends,	that	this	our	sacrifice	may	be	acceptable	to	God	the	Father	 
Almighty. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise 
and glory of His name, both to our benefit and that of all His Holy 
Church. Amen 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer II

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in 
all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
Because	in	the	mystery	of	the	Word	made	flesh,	thou	hast	caused	a	new	light	to	
shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, 
and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine 
only	Son	Jesus	Christ	to	take	our	nature	upon	him,	and	to	suffer	death	upon	the	
cross	for	our	redemption.	He	made	there	a	full	and	perfect	sacrifice	for	the	whole	
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a per-
petual	memory	of	that	his	precious	death	and	sacrifice,	until	his	coming	again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, 
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, 
with	these	thy	holy	gifts	which	we	now	offer	unto	thee,	the	memorial	thy	Son	hath	
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and pre-
cious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his 
coming again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy 
Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that 
they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And	we	earnestly	desire	thy	fatherly	goodness	to	accept	this	our	sacrifice	of	praise	
and	thanksgiving,	whereby	we	offer	and	present	unto	thee,	O	Lord,	our	selves,	
our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus	Christ,	and	be	filled	with	thy	grace	and	heavenly	benediction;	and	also	that	
we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell 
in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and 
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be 
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 



15

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Said by all
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant 	 Alleluia.	Christ	our	Passover	is	sacrificed	for	us.
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei
Said by all
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us thy peace.
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The Prayer of Humble Access
Said by all
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord 
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to	eat	the	flesh	of	thy	dear	Son	Jesus	Christ,	and	to	drink	his	blood,	that	we	may	
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Celebrant 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Anthem “Three Kings from Persian Lands Afar” 
 Peter Cornelius, arr Ivor Atkins 
 Sung by Ted Lorraine
Three Kings from Persian lands afar
To Jordan follow the pointing star:
And this the quest of the travellers three,
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be.
Full royal gifts they bear for the King;
Gold,	incense,	myrrh	are	their	offering.

The star shines out with a steadfast ray
The kings to Bethlehem make their way,
And there in worship they bend the knee,
As Mary’s child in her lap they see;
Their royal gifts they show to the King;
Gold,	incense,	myrrh	are	their	offering.

Thou Child of man, lo, to Bethlehem
The Kings are travelling, travel with them!
The star of mercy, the star of grace,
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place.
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring;
Offer	thy	heart	to	the	infant	King.	 
Offer	thy	heart!
Words and music: Peter Cornelius (1824-1874), words tr H. N. Bate, ©1930 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.  
Podcast and streamed with permission under One License #A-706525. All rights reserved



17

Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

Said by all
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed 
us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 
favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 
heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, 
O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that 
holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk 
in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

An Epiphany Blessing

May	Almighty	God,	who	led	the	Wise	Men	by	the	shining	of	a	star	to	find	the	
Christ,	the	Light	from	Light,	lead	you	also,	in	your	pilgrimage,	to	find	the	
Lord. Amen.

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism 
in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of 
new birth. Amen.

May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Closing Hymn 128  “We three kings of Orient are”
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The Dismissal

The clergy dismisses the People and they respond 

Thanks be to God.

Postlude  March of the Kings Menotti 
 (from Amahl and the Night Visitors)
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FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR  
Flowers at the altar are given 
to the glory of God by the 
parish of St. Luke’s, Los Gatos, 
in thanksgiving for Fr. Clark 
Emerson’s 50 years of ordained 
ministry.
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 Celebrant The Rev. R. Clark Emerson 
 Preacher The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
 Lay Assistant Linda Walton 
 Lectors Lillian McMath  
  & Grady Jeter 
 Organist Laura Green 
 Cantor Ted Lorraine 
Live-streaming Director Art Feather 
 Usher Lewis Pollard 
 Altar Guild Ann Whyte & Elaine Smith

Servers—January 6, 2022

Cover: Adoration of the Magi  
by Hieronymus Bosch (1450–1516) b. The Netherlands



24

 Rector  The Rev. Ricardo Avila 
revrico@stlukeslg.org

 Assisting Clergy The Rev. Ernest Cockrell
  The Rev. R. Clark Emerson
  The Rev. Nayan McNeill, Ph.D.
	 	 The	Very	Rev.	William	S.	Stafford,	Ph.D.
 Music Director  Ms. Laura Green 
  lauragreen@stlukeslg.org
 Parish Administrator Mr. Michael King
	 	 office@stlukeslg.org
 Treasurer Mr. Art Feather 
  afeather@stlukeslg.org
 Altar Guild Coordinator Ms. Carol Graham
 Outreach/Pantry Director Ms. Jo Greiner
 Rector Emeritus The Rev. David R. Breuer

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church  
20 University Ave. • Los Gatos, CA • 95030

408-354-2195 • www.stlukeslg.org

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a place of peace, beauty,  
and relationship that reflects God’s saving presence  

through our rich Tradition, our intellectual curiosity,  
and our work in the wider community.

Saint Luke’s Vestry • vestry@stlukeslg.org

Saint Luke’s Clergy & Staff

Genevieve Cleveland 
Kelly Conway 
Toni Dick (Senior Warden)
Kenna French 
Glenn Katz 

Jane Ogle
Martha Sterne
Colin Whitby-Strevens  
Ann Whyte (Junior Warden)
Carol Graham (Non-Vestry Clerk)

Scan to visit our website.


